   BRIAN J. TRAVERS




Education

      Doctor of Philosophy in Mathematics, University of Rhode Island, May 2004.

Dissertation: New Z-Cyclic Generalized Whist Designs and Generalized Whist Frames

Advisor: Dr. Norman J. Finizio


Master of Science in Mathematics, University of Rhode Island, May 2001.
Research Focus: Combinatorial Block Designs

Advisor: Dr. Norman J. Finizio

Bachelor of Arts in Mathematics, Rhode Island College, May 1995.

Concentration: Secondary Education

Advisor: Dr. Arthur Smith

Research Experience

Doctoral Research: Utilizing new construction methods to establish the existence of new Z-cyclic generalized whist tournaments and Z-cyclic generalized whist frames.

Masters Research: To study the basic properties and characteristics of frames, a relatively new type of combinatorial designs. 


Teaching Experience

Assistant Professor in Mathematics, Salem State College, Fall 2004 – Present

Courses : Precalculus, Finite Mathematics, Mathematics for Elementary and Middle

School Education I and II, Business Calculus, Combinatorics, Statistics,    Geometry and Measurement for Middle School Teachers, Calculus for Middle School Teachers, Discrete Structures, Calculus I and II, Graph Theory, Complex Variables, Linear Algebra and Methods for Teaching Secondary Mathematics.
      Function : Perform all duties and responsibilities associated with instructing and

 

evaluating students in a variety of mathematics classes. Semester load consists



of four classes.
Graduate Assistant in Mathematics, University of Rhode Island, Spring 2000-Spring 2004
Courses:  Precalculus, Calculus I, Calculus II
Function:  Solely responsible for teaching class.  Administered exams, implemented technology in the classroom (TI-Series Graphing Calculator and Maple), assigned and evaluated all course work.

Learning Assistance Network Tutor, University of Rhode Island, Spring 2000-Spring 2004
Function: Provided assistance to undergraduate students in all areas of mathematics;  Provided Maple and WebWork assistance to undergraduate students in the cyber lab.
Publications

Finite Mathematics A Business Approach

with James Lampes, self published (2007)
Z-Cyclic Generalized Whist Frames and Z-Cyclic Generalized Whist Tournaments
with N. J. Finizio.  Discrete Mathematics 279 (2004), 215-233.


 (t,12) GWhD (12n+1) – Existence Results for t=2,3,4

      with S. Costa and N.J. Finizio.  Congressus Numerantium 161 (2003), 5-18.

New Z-Cyclic (t,8) GWhD (v), t=2,4
with M. Buratti, N.J. Finizio and M. Greig
Utilitas Mathematica 72( 2007), 125-138.
New Z-Cyclic  (2,6) GWhD(v) and ZCPS (2,6) GWhD(v)
with J.R. Abel, G. Ge and N.J. Finizio
(In Progress)

Presentations
Frames and Group Divisible Designs
Presented at Combinatorics Seminar, University of Rhode Island, Spring 2001.



Asking the Right Kinds of Questions to Your Class


Presented at workshops for Graduate Assistant Training organized by the Graduate School, University of Rhode Island, August 2002, 2003.


Academic Service

Coordinator of Secondary Education for Mathematics Department Fall 2005 – present

· Observe and evaluate secondary education mathematics students in their student teaching placements.  Attend all secondary education coordinators meetings.
Director: Math Explorers Summer Camp 

                         Summer 2002, 2003
(  Coordinated activities of math camp held at the University of Rhode Island for children in grades 4-10.  Scheduled and coordinated four weeks of camp including all administrative tasks.  Instructed two weeks of camp for older children, hired instructors for younger children.
Graduate Student Mentor 

                                        August 2001, 2002, 2003
(  Served as mentor at workshops organized by the Graduate School of the University of Rhode Island on Teaching and Learning for Graduate Assistants in the Sciences, Mathematics, Engineering and Computer Science.  Organized daily meetings with trainees, observed and critiqued trainee presentations, and discussed teaching philosophies and experiences.

Service

· Served as Secondary Education Coordinator for Department of Mathematics, Fall 2005 – present; elected chairperson in 2007-2008 academic year.

· Served on School of Arts and Sciences Strategic Planning Committee Fall 2004 – 2007
· Served on Ad Hoc committee on procedures for Mathematics department Fall 2004 - present
· Served on Committee on Assessment for Mathematics department Fall 2004 – present; elected chairperson in 2007-2008 academic year.

· Served on Lathrop Award Committee during 2004-2005 and 2005-2006 academic years 

· Served on Field Placement Committee for Student Teacher Placements Fall 2005 - present
· Served as Coordinator of Calculus for Mathematics department Fall 2005 – present; duties include corresponding with instructors to make sure all sections are covering the same material, providing instructors with information pertaining to what knowledge they can expect their incoming classes to have, serving as a liaison between instructors and curriculum committee

· Served on Mathematics Department Search Committee for the 2006-2207 academic year
Awards Received

Sine Award, University of Rhode Island 2004

( Award annually to top graduate student in Mathematics


Professional Affiliations

American Mathematical Society
Institute of Combinatorics and its Applications
Massachusetts Teacher Association

Massachusetts State College Association
Mathematical Association of America

National Education Association

New England Educational Assessment Network
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